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Cook Children’s Health Care System Names First Surgeon-in-Chief 

 
Fort Worth, Texas – Eric Hubli, M.D., FACS, FAAP, is officially the first person to hold 

the title ‘Surgeon-in-Chief’ at Cook Children’s Health Care System. In his new role, Dr. 

Hubli will act as the presiding administrative leader over all surgery and procedure-related 

matters. Dr. Hubli leads the Pediatric Plastic Surgery program, specializing in craniofacial 

and cleft surgery, at the health care system. Since joining Cook Children’s in 2008, he has 

also served in administrative roles facilitating innovation and process improvement 

initiatives. In addition, Dr. Hubli spearheaded efforts to verify Cook Children’s as the first 

Level I Children’s Surgery Center in North Texas. The certification is sponsored by the 

American College of Surgeons.  

“Dr. Hubli is a service-driven leader who has a demonstrated commitment to our mission, as 

well as in-depth knowledge and experience in the operating room,” said Rick W. Merrill, 

president and CEO of Cook Children’s. “Having a Surgeon-in-Chief will allow Cook 

Children’s to further open the line of communication and identify opportunities for surgical 

advancement, ultimately leading to an even better experience for our patients and their 

families.”  

 
Dr. Hubli has more than 30 years of experience as a surgeon. He received his medical degree 

from Tufts University School of Medicine and later obtained a master’s degree in Health 

Care Management from Harvard University. He is also a father who knows what it’s like to 

have a child in the hospital.  

 
“I know firsthand, from when my own son spent time here, that Cook Children’s provides 

stellar treatment and service from all levels and in all corners of the hospital,” Dr. Hubli said. 

“My son, like every patient that comes to us, expected the most up-to-date interventions.  

What he received went a step beyond, in that he was truly cared for. I’m hopeful more people 

will learn about the incredible legacy of excellence we have here.” 

 

Dr. Hubli has also served in roles at The Lahey Clinic, Brigham and Women's Hospital, 

Boston Children's Hospital, Boston University and Boston City Hospitals.  

 
About Cook Children’s  
 

Cook Children’s Health Care System embraces an inspiring Promise – to improve the health 

of every child in our region through the prevention and treatment of illness, disease and 

injury. Based in Fort Worth, Texas, we’re proud of our long and rich tradition of serving our 

community.  
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Our not-for-profit organization encompasses nine companies – a medical center, two surgery 

centers, a physician network, home health services and a health plan. It also includes Child 

Study Center at Cook Children's, Cook Children's Health Services Inc., and Cook Children's 

Health Foundation. With more than 60 primary, specialty and urgent care locations 

throughout Texas, families can access our top-ranked specialty programs and network of 

services to meet their unique needs.  

 

We’ve worked to improve the health of children from across our primary service area of 

Denton, Hood, Johnson, Parker, Tarrant and Wise counties for more than 100 years. Based 

on the exceptional care we provide, patients travel to Cook Children’s from around the 

country and the globe to receive life-saving pediatric care built on leading technology, 

extraordinary collaboration and the art of caring.  

For more information, visit cookchildrens.org. 
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