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Texas Vaccines for Children

Since its inception in 1994, Texas has participated in the Federal Vaccines for
Children (VFC) Program. Our version is called the Texas Vaccines for Children
Program, or TVFC. The Program was initiated by the passage of the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993. This legislation guaranteed that vaccines would
be available at no cost to providers, in order to immunize children who meet the
eligibility requirements.

Which Children are Eligible?
Children through 18 years of age who meet at least one of the following criteria are
eligible to receive VFC vaccine:

e Medicaid eligible: A child who is eligible for the Medicaid program. (For the
purposes of the VFC program, the terms "Medicaid-eligible" and "Medicaid-
enrolled" are equivalent and refer to children who have health insurance
covered by a state Medicaid program)

e Uninsured: A child who has no health insurance coverage

e American Indian or Alaska Native: As defined by the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 1603)

e Underinsured: A child who has commercial (private) health insurance but the
coverage does not include vaccines, a child whose insurance covers only
selected vaccines (VFC-eligible for non-covered vaccines only), or a child
whose insurance caps vaccine coverage at a certain amount. Once that
coverage amount is reached, the child is categorized as underinsured.
Underinsured children are eligible to receive VFC vaccine only through a
Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) or Rural Health Clinic (RHC).

Children whose health insurance covers the cost of vaccinations are not eligible for
VFC vaccines, even when a claim for the cost of the vaccine and its administration
would be denied for payment by the insurance carrier because the plan's deductible
had not been met. Most pediatricians (doctors specializing in the treatment of
children) in Texas are now VFC enrolled providers. Additionally, many family
practice providers are enrolled, as well as general practitioners, and many other sub-
specialty healthcare providers.

Additional information is available at
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/immunize/tvfc/default.shtm
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