Does this child or teenager
have a brain tumor?

By Jeffrey C. Murray, M.D.

Cancers of the central nervous system are the most frequent type of solid tumors in children.
Approximately 2,500-3,000 children are diagnosed with a brain tumor in the U.S. each year.
Consider these symptoms and tests below during a patient evaluation.

Things to consider in evaluating a When you refer to Cook Children’s
patient with a potential brain tumor: Neurosciences, your patients have
, access to:
e Headache that awakens a child from sleep
regularly. ¢ Noninvasive MEG technology.
. o Cook Children’s is the first free-standing
* Headache that is occipital in nature. children’s hospital to have this safe test

e Peculiar headaches. west of the Mississippi River.

. . . ¢ One of the largest multidisciplinary Neuro-
¢ Headaches associated with vomiting. Oncology programs EJn E[hle Slcp)lzthV\yeSt.u

e First-ever seizure, without associated e Four full-time pediatric neurosurgeons.
fever or other signs.

e A dedicated board certified pediatric

¢ Unusual eye movements (crossed eyes, neuro-oncologist.
can’t look up appropriately, wandering
eye). ¢ A revolutionary intraoperative MRI (iMRI)
. to see highly accurate, real-time digital
* Ataxia or weakness. images of the brain during surgery.

e Slurred speech or trouble managing
secretions.

Cook Children’s Neuro-Oncology
program is involved in numerous
clinical trials with organizations like:

Initial tests to perform when
considering a brain tumor:

e Complete physical and neurologic Children’s Oncology Group (COG)
examination with blood pressure . .-
assessment. Texas-Oklahoma Pediatric Neuro-

Oncology Consortium (TOPNOC)

* Computed tomography (CT) scan. Texas Children’s Hospital

e Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), if time collaboration.
allows; prefer with and without gadolinium
enhancement.

e NEVER perform a lumbar puncture if a
brain tumor is in the differential diagnosis

(fear of brain herniation). LY W N
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For referrals and consultations:
Cook Children’s Neuro-Oncology
682-885-4007 phone ¢ cookchildrens.org/neuro
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